PARENTHETICAL CITATION EXAMPLES
Based on information from the MLA Handbook for Writers
TIPS
· Clear, Accurate, Brief

· Give only information needed to identify source

· Don’t use if unnecessary

· Place where a pause would naturally occur (end of sentence) as close to the material documented.

Author’s name in text (signal phrase)

It may be true, as Roberston maintains, that “in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the observer is of primary importance . . .” (136). 

In his Autobiography, Benjamin Franklin states that he prepared a list of thirteen virtues 135-37).
In the late Renaissance, Machiavelli contended that human beings were by nature “ungrateful” and “mutable” (1240), and Montaigne thought them “miserable and puny” (1343). 

Author’s name in reference

It may be true that “in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the observer is of primary importance…” (Robertson 136).

More than three authors
It may be trued that “in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the observer is of primary importance…” (Robertson, et al. 136). 
From same source several times in succession

Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the everyday…and the world of romance.” Although the two lovers are part of the world of romance, their language of love nevertheless becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (Zender 138, 141).

From same source broken up
Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the everyday,” associated with the adults in the play, and “the world of romance,” associated with the two lovers (Zender 138). Romeo and Juliet’s language of love nevertheless becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (141). 

From the same source several times with signal phrase

According to Karl F. Zender, Romeo and Juliet presents an opposition between two worlds: “the world of the everyday,” associated with the adults in the play, and “the world of romance,” associated with the two lovers (138). Romeo and Juliet’s language of love nevertheless becomes “fully responsive to the tang of actuality” (141). 

 Author with No Page Number
The utilitarianism of the Victorians “attempted to reduce decision-making about human actions to a ‘felicific calculus’” (Everett).

Chan claims that “Eagleton has belittled the gains of postmodernism” (par. 41).  (Author of website)

Title (No Author) – full title (if brief) or shortened version of title using the first couple of words

The nine grades of mandarins were “distinguished by the color of the button on the hats of office” (“Mandarin”).

Source: “Mandarin.” The Encyclopedia Americana. 1994 ed. Print.

International espionage was as prevalent as ever in the 1990s (“Decade”).

Source: “Decade of the Spy.” Newsweek 7 Mar. 1994: 26-27. Print.

“QUOTATIONS”
Short Quotations

· Fewer than four typed lines of prose or three lines of poetry.

· Use double quotation marks

· Punctuation (periods, commas, semicolons) appear after the citation.

· Punctuation (question marks and exclamations) appear within the quotation if part of quoted material.

Is it possible that dreams may express “profound aspects of personality” (Foulkes 184)?

Foulkes posed the question, “is it possible that dreams may express profound aspects of personality?” (184).

Long Quotations

	· Longer than four typed lines

· Use block quotation marks and omit “”

· Use colons to introduce quotation

· Start quotation on a new line, indented one inch from left margin. 


	· Double spaced

· Citation comes after the closing punctuation mark

· Don’t forget commentary!




The  rights of homeless people in the United States is a bigger issue than most people think:

According to a 2007 report by the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, approximately 3.5 million people (including 1.35 million children) become homeless each year. Of that number, about 125,000 people--a group the size of the entire population of Hartford, Connecticut or Waco, Texas--are persistently homeless, but the vast majority of homeless persons are temporarily homeless. (Head par. 1)
This number has increased each year with the return of many veterans from Afghanistan and Iraq. Even as the number increases, for some reason, the issue goes unheard of.
