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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Departmental Description:

Freshman English provides a balanced English program emphasizing and integrating the five areas of language arts skills – oral communication, reading, writing, literature, and language.  For the accelerated students, the language arts skill of oral communication, reading, and writing will be applied to the study of literature and language.  Students will learn to appreciate the various forms of literature, understand the nature and structure of language, understand the central ideas, theme, purpose, or mood of oral and written texts by deducing from data/information given, and use appropriate conventions, language, and organizational patterns in speaking and writing for varied purposes and audiences, with the emphasis on the expressive and informative in public/formal situations.

Additional Description:

Freshman Honors English serves as an opportunity for students to critically explore their own maturation process through learning. The rigors of the course are intended to be commensurate with the preparation students need for success later in high school, in college, and in the working world. Students are expected to take responsibility for their learning and be self-motivated in order to achieve success. Through coursework, students will be expected to meet and exceed the state standards for reading, writing, listening, and speaking as well as be role models of H.P. Baldwin High School’s General Learner Outcomes. 

This year, Freshman Honors English will be integrated with the Transition to High School/Study Skills class that is required for all freshmen. In addition to focusing on the rigors of incorporating all areas of the language arts: reading, writing, and oral communication, it will also focus on organizational skills, habits, reading strategies, and writing guidelines that will help students succeed.  

COURSE SYLLABUS


Texts include,
Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare



but are not limited to:
I didn’t know it could fly, Eric Boteilho

The Wall and Wheelbarrow, Eric Boteilho

Man to Send Rainclouds, Leslie Marmon Silko

The Old Demon, Pearl S. Buck

Poison, Roald Dahl

The Sniper, Liam O’Flaherty

Most Dangerous Game, Richard Connell

The Cask of Amontillado, Edgar Allen Poe

Way Back to Palolo, Stuart Ching
The Scarlet Ibis, James Hurst

My Favorite Shirt, Kim Christianson
Flowers for Algernon, Daniel Keyes

Animal Farm, George Orwell
The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemmingway
CURRICULUM: Each unit contains assignments to help hone students’ abilities and understanding in meeting the content standards. At the end of each unit some type of assessment will be given to students to evaluate whether or not the content & skills were proficient in meeting these standards. 
SEMESTER 1

Term 1 (05 Aug – 04 Oct)

UNIT 1 – 7 Habits of a Highly Effective Teenager

Key Terms: proactive, goal setting, action plan, synergy

Focus: Organization, Goal Setting, Team Work, Personal Essay

UNIT 2 – Intro to Researching
Key Terms: reliable sources, bibliography, parenthetical citation, plagiarism, paraphrasing, summarizing, annotation, graphic organizers
Focus: Informative Essay using MLA format and citations
UNIT 3 – Presentation using Technology
Key Terms: eye contact, voice, posture, enunciation, pronunciation, non-verbal communication, rhythm, rate
Focus: Oral Presentation using Power Point or Keynote
Term 2 (14 Oct – 20 Dec) 
UNIT 3 – Research Paper

Key terms: thesis statement, bibliography and source cards, bibliography vs. works cited, MLA format
Focus: Research Paper, Project and Presentation

UNIT 4 – Debate

Key Terms: procedure, logical argument, pathos, logos, ethos, substantive claims, pro/con, opposition, opening and closing statements, rebuttal, refute
Focus: Group Debate

SEMESTER 2
Term 3 (07 Jan – 14 March)

UNIT 5 – Argumentative Writing

Key Terms: counterclaim, argumentative writing language
Focus: Argumentative Essay

UNIT 6 – Elements of Fiction

Key terms: setting, point of view, characterization, theme, plot (exposition, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution)

Focus: Short Story & Plot Analysis Essay

UNIT 7 – Elements of Poetry

Key terms: sound devices (alliteration, assonance, consonance, rhyme, onomatopoeia), figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification, imagery, hyperbole, paradox)
Focus: Various Poems and Literary Analysis Worksheets and Essay (author’s message)

Term 4 (24 March – 29 May)

UNIT 7 – Drama - The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet 

Key terms: tragedy, pun, soliloquy, monologue, aside, paraphrase, dramatic irony, prediction, cause and effect

Focus: Literary Analysis

BASIC REQUIRMENTS

· Daily Planner: Students are responsible for maintaining their planner daily by recording work and obtaining parent signatures weekly.  Planners will be checked every Monday and count towards participation during the 1st semester.

· Evidence Binder:  Students must maintain an Evidence of Learning Binder which will help students with their organization skills, along with showcasing selected work for discussion and evaluation. Binders are organized using dividers into categories: Vocabulary, Reading, Writing, Handouts, Notes, Projects.
· Common Place Book (CPB):  Students are responsible for this journal-type book where they give constructive and reflective responses to journal entries about life, quotes, reading logs, and progress related to Common Core Standards and the GLO’s. 

· Vocabulary:  Students are responsible for regular vocabulary maps and quizzes. 

· Participation:  Points will be distributed based on the following – attendance, preparedness for class, getting actively involved in class/group discussions, projects, and other activities through speaking and attentive listening (see rubric).

· Summer Reading and Quarterly Book Projects:  Honor’s students are required to read 2 books from a predetermined list during the summer. Two projects will be assigned during the 1st quarter. Honors students will also be required to do a book project per term from either an assigned novel or their summer reading list.
· Communication:   Grades will be updated on classroll.com every two weeks. Students can also look for classroom updates and information on the website: mauimrsroy.weebly.com.
GENERAL POLICIES & CODE OF CONDUCT

Code of Conduct: All H.P. Baldwin High School rules, policies and procedures are in effect (refer to school planner).
Absences & Late Work:  In order to receive full credit, assignments are due at the beginning of the period unless otherwise specified.  If the assignment is turned in after collection on the same day, it will be considered late and a 10% grade deduction will occur. Honors student should not be turning in late work whatsoever.
· Late work will not be accepted for Homework/Class work assignments.

· Assessment assignments (major projects/essays) will be accepted 1 day late ONLY accompanied by a parent/guardian letter. 10% of the grade will be deducted. If this policy is abused, the student may face stringent consequences which may result in a failing grade.

Absences – Students are responsible for finding out from other students and/or teacher what they missed during an absence as soon as they return.  ONLY excused absences (written letter from parent/doctor) will be allowed to make-up work missed.
· If a student has a long term excused absence and requested work, assignments will be due upon student’s return.

· If a student knows s/he will be absent or any reason (appointments, sporting/club event, family trip, etc.) they must schedule a make-up time with the teacher for quizzes/exams they will miss (see “Office Hours”)

· Work due during a planned absence should be turned in before the absence unless special arrangements are made.

· Students only have the number of days they are absent to make-up missing work (example: absent 3 days = 3 days to complete missed work) unless special arrangements are made.


CHEATING & PLAGIARISM: Cheating, suspected cheating, or attempted cheating (this includes talking during a test) will result in a ZERO on the assignment and appropriate disciplinary action.  Further, any written material or ideas that are borrowed, quoted, or otherwise included from an outside source must be cited or their inclusion will be considered plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a form of cheating and will receive no credit and will warrant disciplinary action, which may result in suspension and/or removal from the Honors English Program.

The following are privileges that have been extended to the students. If these privileges are abused, they will be revoked.

Cell Phones and Music Devices: Cell phone/music devices are a distraction in class and are not allowed unless given permission by the teacher.  Bags and purses will be required to be placed on the floor or hung on the chair to curb usage. Items will be confiscated if observed being used during class time. Furthermore, if they are used during exams, such use will be considered cheating and subject to the above policy.

Food & Drink: Gum is prohibited. Food may be eaten, but must be disposed of properly in rubbish bins outside. Beverages are also accepted if they are in containers with re-sealable lids.  All containers must be rinsed out and placed in recycle bin. Consumption of food & beverages must not interfere with instruction.

*Please note – special circumstances do exist and if you have any questions about any of the above policies or need special accommodation, please speak to Mrs. Roy.
OFFICE HOURS: In addition to the standing school hours, students may need to arrange additional time to meet with for individual help.  As an Honor’s student, students are expected to be willing to rearrange their schedules in support of their academic achievement.

(Mon, Tues, Fri)
2:15 – 3:00 p.m.

(Wed)
1:15 – 1:45 p.m. *may vary due to scheduled meetings and digital media club


Trisha Roy, 1650 Ka’ahumanu Avenue, Wailuku, 96793 ( Ph: 984-5656, ext 238 (after 2 pm) ( E-mail: trisha_roy@notes.k12.hi.us ( Website: www.mauimrsroy.weebly.com
 “Boy at the Window”,  Richard Wilbur


“Out, out –“, Robert Frost


“The Lesson of the Moth”, Don Marquis


“The Legend of Paper Plates”, John Haines


“My Mother Remembers Spanish Influenza”, John Ratti


“Women”, Alice Walker


“Those Winter Sundays”, Robert Hayden


“Harlem”, Langston Hughes


“The Yellow Fog”, T.S. Eliot


“Slumnight”, Colette Inez











